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mined to put him to death. He was dragged forward, and his
head was laid upon a large stone; upon which the Indians were
preparing to beat out his brains with their clubs. Even then
his good fortune did not desert him. The chiefs daughter,
Poeahontas, a young girl of ten or twelve years of age, rushed
forward, and, taking him in her arms, laid her head upon his,
He is set at to shield it from the clubs. The chief gave way
liberty. before the entreaties of his daughter, and allowed
him full liberty to return to Jamestown

On his arrival there he found all things in confusion. The
president had again formed the intention of abandoning the
colony, and was only deterred once more by the energetic
exertions of Smith The colonists were also indebted to
him for the liberal supplies of provisions which were from time
to time brought to them by Poeahontas.

He had not been long at liberty, when Newport arrived
with a fresh supply of provisions. He also brought with him
1608 about a hundred and twenty men, the greater part of
Newport's whom were bent upon digging for gold. Smith applied
return. himself to the more profitable undertaking of carry-
ing his explorations over the whole of the surrounding country.
The gold-diggers did not add anything to the stock of the com-
munity ; and it was only by the arrival of another ship that
the colonists were enabled during the summer of 1608 to avoid
absolute starvation. Some little corn had, however, been sown
in the spring, and it was hoped that, with the help of what they
could obtain from the natives, there would be sufficient pro-
vision for the winter.

Shortly after Newport had again left the colony, Smith re-
turned from one of his exploring expeditions. He found the
_ .,          whole colony dissatisfied with the conduct of the in-

omitn                                     .

elected        capable president, who, with the exception of Smith,

president.                                                                  .   .         r                          '

was the only member of the original council still re-
maining in Virginia. A third member had, however, been sent
out from England. This man, whose name was Scrivener, had
attached himself warmly to Smith, and, to the general satisfac-
tion of the settlers, the two friends deposed RatcliiTe, and
appointed Smith to fill his place.